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Wwing to fit them for a fighter-bomber nike sod’ embie 
them 16 carry ‘more exteral stores A hinged gun deck, 

‘Spey gun sight snd 8 winters fact sytem rere si 
BME "Top sped wae tow Ce to, 200 mph The 


1) made ks frst Might in November 1948 

‘Six months later on May Teth, 1909 the FARE took 
tothe air‘on 1 maiden fight If scemod to be the ec 
of the line for the design, as the iacremed power anal 
‘ther modideatons brought it clone tw the’ airframe’ 
‘peed Timintion. "The 'E™ model was powered. by the 
FSSA.17 aod ‘ad the feloge lengthened by 13 laches 


‘A Sperry sada sight was fed, ad itera fuel expucty 
fncrened, with provision being made forthe mounting a 
fo 780-gllon fel tank under the wing ips and two more 
User the wings; these were jetnomable tank Fins were 
‘ded the wing Up tombs to permit full 
‘es wath the tanks atched. fa eu of the’ deop ticks 
ibe plane could ‘carry up to 32 fveinch rockets or te 
Thowtand- pound bombs and two T1-75 roche for the 
fgimer-bomber cow support Ole. Tn all $43, E_ modes 
were turned oot by Republic and it san the E' which 
Gittied the Republic name soto jet combat" when they 
‘eat im action tn Koren ott Deceiber 7h, 1950 

“The Fes4E wos selected the fet US. Kt ateaft to 
be formed in qunotity tothe air forces of the NATO. 
‘som. During am accelerated development programme 
oe E had been flown continuously for just shade over 
‘Bout af 24 hours During ths phase Sheen ‘Thunder, 
ina’ completa taal of 790 Bring hours inva singe week 

“The pres. generated by the Korean conflict coupled 
wrth ihe fact tar the origi! design had been ‘caried 
‘hour as far au it could go led Republic to tum out an 
Souely new serion af the Thunder, 


While about 40°% of the existing 
the iteraft sell was Fedcsigned 90 extema 
‘of the major component. were interchangeable with pre- 
oun models. Power was supplied by the [-36A-25 which 
fenerated 5,200. pound of thrust, Gut i was planned 19 
place thi engine ih he ore Powel Wp <5, 
Ixence-buile version of the Bekah Sapphire. The wings 
fod tal were rept back 0 As inparted: Ssppiire 
‘rat Invalled for test purposes, and thi verson took t 
the air on Febeuary 14th, 1981. Daiculies arose ith the 
‘engine and the wing stfuctural components and slowed 
Site pops 
"This rested tn the appearance of the F-84G, which 
Seige te opie die Gat empored the 73S 
‘AD. producing 3,600 pounds of thrust. A 
‘Goopy’ wat fited, an auto-pilot flied and loo ranae 
Serpe were intel by te adiion o's rece 
fhe lefe wing to. permit acral refuelling of the = fying 
foom’" ype rather than the * probe and droguc ” which 
had een tried on the F-84E. "The F-S4G was the fist 
Ammen ict Bihter equipped vo deliver cial some 
tomin, While the Gas only inven 10 
esis, it proved 
‘were but anda large umber were supplied. wo 
RAio"Nedaw ‘aking part in te" Mined Scant 


was ened, 
that one 


in'Marci of 1952 had a sold nowe 
id featured 


‘The production, Thundersireaks ent back {0 an. oval 
ose i ake ad Cid in M3 rs, Thi mode! tnd 
Src of fuselage mounted specd brakes, and models 


the Gaah 28 onwardh were equipped wh the ae 


Ayn tail Te was fed to carey four drop tanks of bombs 


alone with s number Sf mages fares ifs cat 
Sclipes whch were mosted under ie sang for tne 
‘Si thee mera A fo of 15 manda Camera Sted 


Zea fe was also equipped with a wire tecording system 
{oe plor comments during a vstal reconnaissance mision. 
‘This obviated the ances for the pilot to make Hotes oF 
Gommit to. memory what Re saw. ‘He could record. the 
‘tease, speed and other dail, which would ot show 
fp a iui photo, of any suspicious ground movements 
Hie Gould als record the exact time, speed and sivude 
at which he had taken the pictures 

“The XF-S4H wat the Loot new design in the seties 
Authough two Thunderiets were later modified 10 accept 
the J-73-GE-7 power plant, these were Mot setualypro= 
‘Soctlon model ‘and the proket never went any further 
‘They were denignated ss the YF-84] 

"The XP-A4H was bull 10 explore the possibilities of a 
turboprop fighter ‘Eagemsive modifications wete necessary 
to i the X'T-40-A-1_ engine, manufactured by" Align, 
Ico he aletrame A. three bladed supersonic paddle-type 
Siruew va, ited The Tuselyge had. an ant-tone bn 
Sdded ands T-type tal The Navy had expressed doterest 
{nthe projet, bur became fest entaatie a0 8 eval Of 
isital fern When ue engine was run up on the Bound, 
Sreryone within s lange fadios became nadneated by the 


sound the propeller produced. Although this was the 
fists, propellerdesen surerat ever bull te peijct wes 
‘oon drappes. 

Another interesting modification was made to 2 YF-84F 
fg May af 1985, A rermcable book wan ttchod to te 
setae jst ahead of the cockpit ‘This hook wan Wed fo 
‘ngage a trapeze which had been bul sno the bom bey 
t's motihed GRB-36, The project was koawn st FICON 
helen was that the B30 cold cary 4 feconmalsanse a 
{raft or fiver within range ofa target to be phorogrpted 
for avacked with am atom weapon. Flese iy and hea 
fewleve after the completion of the mason” Thuy the 
jet limited range could Iteraly be made pebal by the 
‘ystem: It worked wel enough, but in-Bight falling con 


‘erations “fendered i ampesctical This model was 
Uesigoned at the REASK. 
‘When the last F-S4 tolled off the production ine, it 


was the TA63ed ope Bull Broken down, the predation 
omsted of 487 Thunderjcty 2711 Thunderreaty aed 
S13" Thunderinhes. ‘The wolotiy. were Salk the 
Republi plant but s smaller umber’ were bul im the 
Karate Chy plant of General Motors 


various models 


ai Groups were equipped with the 
the F-44 ta the USAF at one ume oF 


hother"Any exact count of these units idle 
‘termine, lace to many Dad een redesigned due 6 
‘Sryanittonal changes whe Aue Force toe; Some were 


tmerely changed trom Fighter Groupe ww Fighter-Bomber 
‘Groups to Pigher-Ineerceptor Groupe. Cuber weve ves 


nsrely new entities. sch as the 365th Group which 
‘as redesignated the 53nd Fighter-Bomber Group, THe 
Gosten se doet discount at asngle Group or sf two 
Sem Groupe wore win A Defence Command ahem 
‘ih Suategc: A Command, ad atl ocers with Tree 
SAS Cocumang 
Aural inn shows tat SAC hd she 27h and 3h 
Groups. The TAC had two. reoanassance Groupe, the 
Seed and 42nd, and seven Fighter-Bomber Groupe, the 
Sa 312m, 353eq,350em,SeSeh Sosth and ast, Othe 
dkicmive its he ADC were the" Sind ad Ssh 
‘Groupe One. reconnaissance’ Group, the. f7th operate 
REAPS. Omer Groups incled the 14th, he 3303, 
Séchy 48th, 4h, Fath BO, 30Rh, Sty 37 404 
Tater many of these aircraft were phased out of the 
USAF bur aoe gut of sevice, as they were then handed 
over w the Ait National Guard, and Continue to steve 
put of that organsaton right Upto: the present ey 
Kir Guard Squadrons operting the ype facluded the 
Joss, 117th ant 160 Reconnatuance Squndrons from 
Asbeira, the 184th. Reconnastaee | Squasren fram, 
Arians, dod the 169th. and (90th Tasted Fig 
Saundrons trom Tiina. From taduss came the {13 
jab did Fighter Sgundcom, Michigan ww signed the 
T7m and 17ist Reconnaince Squadron. KiSsppt 
had. the" 1S3rd"Reconnaiance “Squadron, Miwourt tee 
110e Figher Squadron, while New Jersey was the home 
fhe heh an Tat Tactical Fighter Squadroes. OMe 
tad the mow F-88 uni in ir Air Guard; these were the 
112th, 16dnd, Youd and 1660 Squadrons, Virginin had 
Hist ofthe “Thunderet unis ysgncd, the 14h 

Tecoea! Fighter Squadron 
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Fa 
‘Bscatre lew trom ibeir ome bane of St Date to 
{a Tunel, while the Sed Brent few foc Siem 
RAP bse at Akzo in Cyprn The fat 

{ito action ‘on. 29ch Onober, in support of te’ 
‘ound thrust though the Sinai Desefe On Lat 
direc asus on ir bases were commenced by 
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Soriat Number Quantity Model 
Range Range 
51-9387/9409 EMP-25.GK $1-17003/17015 
St-oaio/aase 32.7387 7398 
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iayren 
Sasnyrsa2 
Spyeu/res 
Saya 
53.9533/7558 
33.7391/7616 
SS.7s/7390) 
Ssyss9. 
si-tta9y B3stre0 
St-teape/s002 RE-MItG RE 
S2oa9/ 7233 Kosar 
32-7230/7208 RPSMEQURE 7 RP-RMP-AGRE 


F-47109 Tate Fane Sauer. ncn Ar Nrne!Guteh Arh im UBAF TAC mains oro ange 
‘iat ANG marine Poona. 2nd women’ 1963 (saps AE Tae) 
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES 


ach publication iluates one type of major sub-types 
‘of s famous sirraftn the colour schemes and markings 
‘ofthe Air Force of the Wore. Each esse wal contain eght 
ages of colour side view iusvasons, supporang black 
5nd white plan view drawings showing where necessary 
Both upper and under surfaces. one hundred ae twenty 
five hal-tane photographs, each issue wil also contain 
‘one full colour pate Mustang twenty examples of Unit 
Insignia of the World's Ae Forces 


No. 1 North American P-51D Mustang 


No. 12 Avro Lancester 


No. 13 Nakajime KLA3 
No. 14 Republic F/RF-B4F 


No. 18 Bosing 8-17 Flying Fortress 
No. 16 Mitsubishi Aém-Zero-Sen 


No. 17. North American F-96A-H Sabre Vol. 1. 
No. 18 Nakajime Ki.27 
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No.2 


Non. 28 
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